Teaching is a caring profession. Educators dedicate their life to the service of their students and, by extension, their community. Their goal is to guide students in the mastery of curricular content and, at the same time, nurture and reinforce attitudinal strengths that students will need for a fully productive and satisfying adulthood. Teachers sometimes endure sleepless nights, worrying about how to teach a complex concept so all students will understand, or how to reach that individual student who doesn't put forth sufficient effort, or what to do about a child who is withdrawing from peers and may need psychological testing. Yes, the questions that interrupt an educator's peace of mind are many, but thankfully, teacher preparation programs and professional development courses provide strategies and guidance for matters that fall within the norm of a school environment.
school families, the community, and the world at large. In less than an hour, they murdered teacher Dave Sanders and twelve students-Cassie Bernall, Steven Curnow, Corey DePooter, Kelly Fleming, Matthew Kechter, Daniel Mauser, Daniel Rohrbough, Rachel Scott, Isaiah Shoels, John Tomlin, Lauren Townsend, and Kyle Velasquez. They seriously injured 24 students and left countless others suffering with intense psychological and emotional wounds brought on by their experience. The tragedy of Columbine only began on April 20; its echoes continue even to this day.
The following accounts reveal the inside of a school tragedy from three perspectives: the principal, a teacher, and a student. It is based on my interviews with Frank DeAngelis, Beverly Williams, and Crystal Woodman Miller. * * * "You don't learn these things in principal school"
Frank DeAngelis
Reclaiming Columbine High School after the tragedy seemed an unachievable goal. The world of Columbine had been shattered; the assumed future was gone. The job of leading the grieving school through the aftermath and returning it to its previous level of academic excellence fell on the shoulders of Principal Frank DeAngelis.
In the early days after the shootings, a community numbed by grief, horror, and disbelief stumbled to convocations, funerals, and memorial services. However, in spite of the psychological and physical turmoil, the school year needed to be completed. It was hoped that a return to classes could provide some semblance of routine, but first it was necessary to find a place to finish out the year, since the building had suffered significant physical damage and required extensive repairs.
Jefferson County School District considered alternatives, and it was decided that students would finish the year in split-sessions at nearby Chatfield High School. Schedules were revised, and Chatfield staff and students took the early morning shift so Columbine students and faculty could use the building in the afternoon. Principal DeAngelis describes the challenge of attending to everyone's needs in this changed environment:
When we were at Chatfield, we had students and teachers that really felt the need to continually talk about where they were and what they were feeling. We had other teachers who wanted to go back to work that first day and just resume teaching where they left off on April 20th. And we had people in between. So meeting the needs of everybody was very, very tough. One thing I did, right from the start, was to tell people that we were all in different places, and we
